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A SERMON 
Prcached in the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, Wash- 
ington City, Sunday, April 28, 1822. By 

ROBERT LITTLE. 

PREFACE—In compliance with 
the solicitations of a considerable 
number of my auditors, members 
of congress, and members of the 
society over which [ preside, the 
following sermon is now submit- 
ted to the public judgment. I am 
aware that in perusal it will be 
found to contain less that is de- 
serving of such a distinction, than 
what the momentary impressions 
of the hearers might seem to war- 
rant. It appears nevertheless ne- 
cessary to print it, inasmuch as it 
bas unintentionally given offence 
to some, whose state of feeling at 
the time has, [ fear, prevented 
them from rightly understanding, 
or distinctly recollecting the train 
of reasoning pursued by the 
preacher. For any errors of com- 
position, I beg that indulgence 
which the considerate will readily 
grant to one who is only recover- 
ing slowly from a most severe and 
dangerous sickness, and is stil] in- 
capable of sustaining much fa- 


tigue, particularly that of write | 
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ing, for which he is almost wholly ip 
incompetent. To the same cause wi 
must be attributed the omission i 
of some passages in delivery, 
which are here enclosed in brack- 
ets. For the sentiments express- 
ed, I ask nothing but a candid | 
and fair examination: as for the ip 
charge of unseasonableness and 
impropriety of introducing such 
topics at the time and place, L 
have only to remark, that wher 
those of a contrary opinion cease 
from availing themselves of every 
opportunity to revile the friends 
of free inqniry, and to press their 
own peculiar opinions as indis~ 
pensably necessary, this com- 
plaint will deserve more attention. i 
For myself, I have no desire to 4 
preach at any time, or in any aie 
place, where the grand topics, | 
\eligions Liberty and the Divine | 
Unity, are unwelcome. | 

lf, in the discussion of these 
subjects, L have deviated from 
charity or courteousness in any 
instance, [ will, upon conviction, 
acknowledge and correct my error 
at the earliest opportunity. 

R. L, 


Acts v. 38, 39.— Refrain from 
these men and iet them alone: for 
of this counsel or this work be of 
man, vt will come to nought ; but 
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if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it. 

Such was the advice of the 
Jewish Doctor, who was the tu- 
tor of Saul of Tarsus. But the 
history of his pupii’s early life 
shows that he was very far from 
adopting the liberal and pru- 
dent course of action thus re- 
commended. On the contrary, 
one of the first views we have of 
him in the scriptures, is con- 
senting to the death of Stephen, 
the leader of the glorious army 
of Christian Martyrs, and hold- 
ing the raiment of those wio 
were his immediate murderers. 
At a subsequent period we find 
him breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter against the dis- 
ciples of the Lord. Whether 
Gamaliel had abandoned his li- 
liberal sentiments and adopted 
the system of persecution as bet- 
ter suited to the exigency of 
Jewish affairs, I know not: but 
there was certainly sometiing 
jn the rise and progress of Chris- 
lianity exceedingly calculated 
to rouse the anger and resent- 
ment of those whose education 
and interests attached them to 
the existing condition cf the na- 
tion. A person of obscure and 
mean parentage, and a native 
of a part of the country least in 
repute for any thing good and 
great, had recently appeared 
among them as a teacher and 
reformer of religion. It was 
well known that he had not re 
ceived education from the doc- 
tors of their law, and he ascrib- 
ed all his wisdom to direct com- 
munications from God. It was 
certain that he had deeply and 
attentively studied the Hebrew 
scriptures, and that all his in- 
structions were in strict con- 
formity to their spirit and de- 








sign. His life and manners 
were blameless, and his preach- 
ing singularly powerful and im- 
pressive; besides which, he 
Constantly appealed to miracu- 
lous works which he performed 
In proof of his divine mission, 
and insisted on the obligation 
of his hearers to believe and to 
obey him, as the messenger of 
Heaven. A marked difference 
Was observed between the man- 
ner of his instructions and that 
of others, for he spake as one 
Who possessed authority over 
the consciences of his auditors 
Most severely did he reprobate 
the vices of the age, and parti- 
cularly those of the religious 
cuides and rulers of the people. 
ile accused them of hypocrisy, 
selfishness, ignorance of the 
scriptures, tyranny, cruelty, 
sensuality, covetousness, ambi- 
tion, and many other vices. For 
this general corruption, he de- 
nounced the approaching judg- 
ments of God upon the nation, 
and declared that the genera- 
tion then existing would not be 
cone off the stage, before Judea 
was desolated by wars and fa- 
mine, and Jerusalem trodden 
down of the Gentiles. The com- 
mon people, for a while, heard 
him gladly, fer they are usually 
pleased with any thing that ex- 
poses their superiors to con- 
tempt: but when they perceived 
that he had no design to gratify 
political feelings, or party spi- 
rit; that he had no worldly nor 
ambitious project in view ; that 
his whole aim was to introduce 
greater purity and simplicity of 
morals and religion, and that 
the blessedness of virtue, and 
the joys of a future state of be- 
ing, were the only rewards he 
held out to his,followers ; they 
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were easily turned round to the 
side of their governors, who de- 
nounced him as a pestilent fel- 
low, a deceiver, and an eneiny 
to the state. 
The public mind being sul- 
ficiently exasperated by these 
charges, the chief priests and 
rulers felt themselves strong, 
enough to venture to seize Oo: 
him, aad through the forms of 
law, violently strained to grati- 
fy their thirst for vengeance, 
they procured his crucifixion. 
Here they supposed the alleged 
deiusien would end, and their 
own religious authority and 
usages remain undisturbed, 
Never, however, were men more 
deceived in their calculations ; 
for in a few weeks a number of 
his fullowers, who had been dis- 
concerted and overwhelmed by 
the terrible circumstances of 
his death re-appeared in public, 
and boldly matntained that be 
had beev crucified and slain by 
wicked hands, but that God had 
raised him froin the dead. ‘They 
allirmed that he was made Lord 
and Christ, and seriously called 


upon the peuple to repent of 


what they had done, and believe 
in him, that their awful sin in 
rejecting the Messiah might be 
blotted out. So strong was the 
impression of this unexpected 
appeal, that several thousands 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
actually submitted to the call, 
and became avowedly the dis- 
ciples of Jesus of Nazareth. 
These of course were in daily 
expectation of some awful im- 
pending judgement to fall on 
their unhappy city, who had re- 


jected and crucified the son of 


God: therefore they were al- 
most constantly together, and 
continued in prayers and suppli- 
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cations, in acts of worship and 
benevolence. ‘The apostles, em- 
boldened by this success, and 
having subsequently confirmed 
their doctrine by a very remark- 
able miracle, proceeded still 
more urgently to press upon 
the peuple e and the rulers of the 
Jews, the duty of acknowledg- 
ing Jesus as their long expected 
Messiah, and submitting to be 
governed by lis precepts. This 
not only exasperated the govern- 
ment, but excited serious ap- 
prehensions of what would be 
the result. ‘They therefore put 
the apostles into custody, and 
having arraigned them, and at- 
tempted to terrify them into si- 
lence, “* they commanded them 
not to speak at all, nor teach in 
the name of Jesus.”? The reply 
of Peter and John is remarkable 
for its intrepidity, unwavering 
fidelity, and artless piety.— 
« Whether it be right before 
God, to hearken unte you more 
than God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” 
Having obtained personal li- 
berty, we cannot be surprised 
to read afterwards that with 
such feelings as they had, “ they 
ceased not. to preach the cood 
news, that Jesus was the Christ.” 
The high priest and the San- 
hedrim, bec ame greatly alarm- 
ed: they saw that if, this thing 
erew much farther, they should 
he viewed with exccration as 
the murderers of Jesus, and must 
probably fall a sacrifice to a po- 
pular insurrection. They there- 
fore took counsel how they might 
kill these men; but Gamaliel, 
one of their number, s savacio: isly 
recommended a more cautious 
and prudent policy. If they 
proceeded now to extremities, 
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it would be hazarding every 
thing on one cast of the die; 
time might put a new face upon 
the affair. Their experience 
might teach them that no impo- 
sition of this sort could be per- 
manent; but ifthe apostles were 
right, force, however violent, 
would not suppress the cause in 
which they were engaged. 

To this moderate counsel they 
for the present so far agreed as 
to let off the apostles with a beat- 
ang, after the Jewish manner of 
punishing slight offences against 
the public peace: aud they de- 
parted from the Sanhedrim, not 
cast down and discouraged, but 
rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to bear shame and stripes 
for the sake of their beloved 
master. | 

W hat was it that rendered the 
progress of Christianity so much 
an object of terror to the Jew- 
ish rulers, and its suppression 
so desirable? Christ and_ his 
apostles taught nothing injuri- 
ous to the interests of indivi- 
duals or society They did not 
inculcate revenge, insubordina- 
tion, or licentiousness. On the 
contrary, they insisted on the 
necessity of humility, patience, 
self-denial, and heavenly-mind- 
edness. So far were they from 
encouraging ambitious and as- 
aspiring demagogues to join their 
ranks, in hope of suppianting 
the present possessors of pow- 
er; they denvunced all such 
feelings and hopes, as utterly at 
variance with the principles of 
true religion, and subversive of 
the system they laboured to 
establish. For their grand ob- 
ject was to turn men’s attention 
to another world, in which they 

will be rewarded or punished 
according to their conduct in 
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this.* The whole substance of 
Christianity is the revelation of 
a future state, and the various 
moral truths dependant upon it. 
There was nothing, therefore, 
in the religion itself, to excite 
disgust er abhorrence. But the 
fact was, that a previous system 
was established by law; ihe ri- 
tual of Moses, enlarged and pro- 
bably corrupted by the tradi- 
tions of the elders, combined 
with various opinivns and prac- 
tices derived from the Chaldean 
philosophy, with which the Jews 
had been infected ever since the 
Babylonish captivity. The tem- 
poral interests of the Scribes 
and Pharisees were inseparably 
connected with this order of 
things. They were the expound- 
ers of the law, and religious 
leaders uf the people. ‘The sim- 
ple truths taught by Jesus and 
his apostles, in many respects, 
clashed with the mystical and 
ceremonial theology supported 
by these public guides, and the 
prevalence of the new opinions 
would unquestionably produce a 
revolution, unfavourable to their 
influence over the people, and 
manifest their ignorance of those 
spiritual and moral truths which 
could alone insure human hap- 
piness. ‘Fo uphold the declining 





* Here, in this excellent sermon, we dis 
cover a little of what we conceive to be 
‘* the leaven of the Pharisees.”” We would 
ask, with what are the righteous rewarded 
in another world different from what they 
enjoy in this? and with what are the wicked 
punished in another world different from 
what they endure in this ? And unless it can 
be proved from scripture, that the righte- 
ous are rewarded after they have ceased to 
be righteous, merely because they have 
once been righteous ; and that the wicked 
are punished after they have ceased to be 
wicked, merely because they have once 
been wicked, what is meant by being cither 
rewarded or punished in another world for 
deeds done in this ? See Ezek, xviii. 20—28. 
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credit of their ecclesiastical sys- 
tem, the priest and scribes unit- 
ed all their strength in opposi- 
tion to the christian scheme; 
and from their selfishness and 
determined bigotry arose that 
sanguinary contest, which 
brought at length confusion and 
ruin upon their unhappy coun- 
try and themselves. 

The history of all national re- 
ligious establishments is but a 
repetition of the same intoler- 
ance and mischief. Founded in 
ages of comparative darkness, 
they have adopted for immuta- 
ble truths dogmas at which pos- 
terity will smile with contempt, 
or from which they will revolt 
with disgust. The world moves 
on ; science acquires fresh lights 
and progresses with increased 
velocity ; every age advances in 
discoveries of important facts 
and principles, which in their 
results change the state and re- 
Jations of society: but an estab- 
lished religion admits of no im- 
provement; it stands venerable 
by its antiquity, bearing the 
deep furrows of age on its front, 
and having no sympathy or con- 
geniality with the manners and 
sentiments of an advanced pe- 
riod of the world, it sternly 
frowns on every effort to under- 
stand truth and duty better than 
our forefathers did. Professor 
Dugald Stewart has a beautiful 
passage on this subject. ‘‘ Were 
it not,” says he, “ for a certain 
Class of learned authors, who 
from time to time, heave the 
log into the deep, we should 
hardly believe that the reason of 
the species is progressive. In 
this respect, the religious and 
academical establishments in 
some parts of Europe, are not 
without their use to the histo- 
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free this divine religion from 


rian of the human mind. Im- 
movably moored to the same sta~ 
tion by the strength of their ca~ 
bles, and the weight of their 
anchors, they enable him to 
measure the rapidity of the cur- 
rent by which the rest of the 
world are borne along.” 

But such stability as admits 
of no modification or improve- 
ment, whether it be in a theo- 
logical creed, or a political con- 
stitution, is inconsistent with 
human nature, which is mani- 
festly designed for perpetual 
erowth, and advances from age 
to age to new positions in the 
moral and intellectual world. 
Attempts to restrain or limit en- 
quiry within the bounds of an- 
cient prejudices, are like bind- 
ing the sleeping Sampson with 
creen Withes ; the waking giant 
will burst the despicable bands, 
‘as a thread of tow is broken 
when it toucheth the fire.” 

I see before me many amongst 
whom I esteem it an honour to 
rank as an advocate, however 
feeble, of free inquiry in reli- 
gion, and a rational faith. 

On this account we are calum- 
niated as infidels, and denounc- 
ed as unworthy the christian 
name. Is it believed, then, that 
our religion will not bear exam- 
ination? Or, that the genuine 
doctrines of Christ are contrary 
to reason? Such is not the opi- 
nion of Unitarian Christians, 
We believe the system, as 
taught by our great Master and 
his apostles, to be sublimely 
simple, adapted for general con- 
viction, as it was intended for 
the universal benefit of man- 
kind. Are we then justly consi- 
dered the enemies of truth and 
goodness, because we desire to 
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the corruptions and supersti- 
tions, that have gathered round 
atin dark and credulous ages? 
No; let us clear away these pa- 
rasitical plants, the noble tree 
will flourish with greater beauty, 
and bear, as at first, more abun- 
dant and richer fruit: let us re- 
move those meretricious orna- 
ments with which bad taste, or 
bad intention, have ignorantly 
or impiously clogged the vene- 
rable pile; and the sacred tem- 
ple of christianity wiil once more 
stand ‘‘ majestic in its own sim- 
plicity,” the admiration of ages, 
and the praise of its Divine Ar- 
chitect. 

{ purpose in the remainder of 
this discourse to show, 

L. 'The advantages our system 
possesses in this country from 
the absence of a national re- 
ligion. 

2. The impossibility of our 
opponents overthrowing that 
cause in which we ave embarked. 

[Concluded in our next. ] 
>< 
From the (Boston) Universatist Magazine. 
SALVATION, 

The doctrine of Salvation is 
important; and, therefore, our 
inguiry Concerning it should be 
conducted with that prudence 
and impartiality which its im- 

ortance deserves and requires. 
it is feared, that christians have, 
in too many lustances, possess- 
ed wrong ideas of this subject ; 
and these have led them tu err 
in forming their opinions upon 
other points equally as import- 
ant. 

Before we attempt to speak 
of the extent of Salvation, let 
us for a few moments direct our 
minds to ascertain something 
concerning its nature, We say 
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of a man that is taken out of the 
water halt dead, and then resus- 
citated, that his life js saved ; 
and our meaning is understood : 
he is sayed from drowning. We 
say of a man that is teken from 
a building in flames, that he is 
saved; and we mean that he is 
saved from being burned to 
death. In these things we are 
understood. Now what do peo- 
ple mean when they ask if we 
believe that this man, or that 
man will be saved? ‘Their ques- 
tion certainly presupposes, that 
there is some evil from which we 
are to be saved. What is this? 
From what evil dees salvation 
deliver us? and what evil would 
these people have us to believe 
mankind are saved from? We 
will suppose somebody to say 
that salvation is preached in 
contradistinction to everlasting 
damnation, and of course, when 
we are saved, we are saved 
from that.—This is the very 
subject we wished to bring for- 
ward; and will allow that this 
answer is very rational, if the 
common dectrine of the chris- 
tian church be true. That this 
is the opinion held by many will 
be seen by refering to the writ- 
ings of men. 

It is generally known where 
the following quotation may be 
found. ‘ Ati mankind by the 
fall lost communion with God, 
are under his wrath and curse, 
and so made liable to all the mi- 
series of this life, to death itself, 
and to the pains of hell forever.” 
Now we can all see that if this 
sentiment be true, the salvation 
of the gospel must be a salva- 
tion froin eternal misery.—This 
we do not believe, for, in our 
humble opinion, there is no such 
salvation spoken of in the bible, 
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fom Genesis to Revelation— || but we shall use the following : 


and this we shall endeavour to 
wove. 

In the first place, if this were 
true we should expect to find at 
least one passage of scripture 
which expressly declared it. Is 
the total silence of scripture 
upon a subject of doctrine no 
evidence of its untruth? [f not, 
what doctrine can be disproved 
by the bibvie- Furthermore, 
whenever salvation is spekea of 
by the sacred writers, should 


we expect to find it expressed | 
, “see a 4" _— } » ; 
of a different natare trum tne 


sentiment we are disproving, if 
this sentiment be gospel trvth: 
The angel said 


for be shall save his people from 


their sins,” not from eternal con- 


demnation, Men have’ been 


driven to the absurdity, men- | 
tioned by the inconsistency of 


other points of their doctrine. 
For instance ; they have spoken 
of a law, whose penalty was 
eternal death; and this penaity 
is incurred by the transgressions 
ofits principles. Athhave sinned 
and come short of the elory of 
God, and consequently incurred 
the penaliy. ‘Vhus the justice 
of God requires the eternal cen- 
demnation of every creature be- 
cause his law is broken by every 
creature. The just punishment 
of every man’s evil work is eter- 
nal death. Now itis plain to be 
seen that these inconsistencies 
have driven their advocates to 
the support of the sentiment we 
are endeay ouring to disprove ; 
for if every man deserves and is 
liable to everlasting woe, and is 
saved forever, he must be saved 
from eternal misery. 

This sentiment may be dis- 
proved in many different wavs, 
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unto Joseph, | 
* thou shalt call his name Jesus, | 


i 
ti 
! 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
{ 
! 
{ 
} 
{ 














- ; ! 


The scriptures speak of every 


man’s being rewarded according 
to his works. The Psalmist 
says, “unto thee, O Lord, be- 
longeth mercy, for thou render- 
est to every man according to 
his work.’? In Revelation we 
read, ** And, behold I come 
quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give every man accord- 
ing as his work shali be.” Now 
we believe that no ene will allow 
the conclusion resulting from 
the premises laid down. Ifevery 
man by his wicked works has in- 
curred the penalty of the divine 
law, and if the penalty of this 
law be endiess death, must not 
every man be endlessly miser- 
able? if the penalty of the di- 
vine law is inflicted upon every 
transgressor, it surely must be 
so. And what meaning can we 
offer to the passages just quoted 
from the scriptures, other than 
that every man will be rewarded 
according to his works? 

it may be said that Jesus 
Christ, when upon the cross, 
suffered in our room and stead, 
and bore the curses which we 
deserved. but we ask, does 
this appear to be the meaning 
of those scriptures which ex- 
plicitly assert, that God will 
give every transgressor a just 
punishment for the demerit of 
his actions? Would any person 
of common sense suppose, that 
the expression—‘“ renderest to 
every man according to his 
work”--meant renderest to Jesus 
Christ according to every man’s 
work? Certainly not, for this 
would be a perfect perversion. 
If scripture may be used in this 
manner, what cannot be proved 
by the bible? Work, and let 
candor answer the question, if 
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the inspired writers meant to 
convey the idea that Jesus bore 
the punishment of our sins, 
would they use such language 
as they have? Wuuld not lan- 
guage used in this way be cal- 
culated to deceive and lead men 
astray? Let us bring forward 
again the expression of the an- 
gel to Joseph—‘* He shall save 
his people from their sins.’ 
Why not say, from the puuish- 
ment of their sins, if this be the 
case : The revelator’s ascription 
of praise was, ‘‘ unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood.” This 
certainly says nothing about sal- 
vation from the punishment of 
these sins. Now it is perfectly 
reasonable for us to suppose, 
that if Jesus suffered the punish- 
ment of our sins, and saves us 
from it, that we should find the 
inspired writers mentioning it at 
those times when they were tel- 
ling what Christ had done for 
us, if they ever meant to say 
any thing about it: and finally, 
if this doctrine be a gospel truth, 
the inspired writers kept an un- 
accountable silence about it. 
Believing, then, that Jesus 
saves no transgressors from the 
unishment they justly deserve, 
and that every man will be re- 
warded according to his works, 
we must suppose that no man is 
liable to “ the pains of hell for- 
ever,” or in other words that no 
man’s work subjects him to the 
malediction of never-ending 
woe; and thisis the reason that 
no individual of the human race 
will be endlessly miserable. 
Every man must receive a just 
recompense of reward, whether 
happiness for virtue, or pain for 
vice. Upon this sentiment every 
eonsistent Universalist will 





_We never shall enjoy any. 





found his doctrine; as it com- 
pletely destroys the idea of eter- 
nal punishment. The salvation 
which God wills in our favor is 
not a salvation from the punish- 
ment, but from sin itself; and 
in proportion as men are made 
boly, they enter into the enjoy- 
ment of this salvation. Men 
can be justly and adequately 
punished for every sin they com- 
mit, and yet be saved. It is our 
humble opinion that if there is 
no salvation other than a salva- 
tion from the punishment of sin, 
And 
if men are all to be punished ac- 
cording to their works, either 
they do not deserve eternal con- 
demnation, or they will be mi- 
serable together forever and 
ever! This no one will allow. 
What then is the unavoidable 
conclusion? As men do not de- 
serve to be endlessly punished 
for their Crimes, they can be 
saved and yet be justly punished. 
And if they do not deserve to be 
endlessly punished for their sins, 
the salvation they will experi- 
ence will not be a salvation from 
endless punishment. This idea 
removes an objection often made 
to Universalism. It has been 
said by many that they could not 
believe this doctrine because 
men must be punished for their 
sins. ‘They know of no way 
that they can be punished for 
their crimes and experience the 
salvation of the gospel. ‘To be 
sure they are encompassed with 
difficulties with their own sys- 
tem, but they think they can see 
greater in ours. Now giving 
up the idea that sinners deserve 
to be endlessly punished, and 
allowing that every man will be 
rewarded according to his works, 
we see the conclusion just, that 
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every Man can be punished for 
his sins, and yet every man be 
saved. "This allowed we see uv 
necessity, yea a manifest 1m 
propriety in Jesus’ receivins 
this punishment for us. 

Will any oe say We dit minish 
the value of salvation? Ono, tor 
tiis is ifs purity. [Et is for the 
benefit of the sinner that he Is 
punished, Save him from the 
punishment of his sins, and you 
do him injury. God does not 
punish for the mere purpose of 
punishinge—* He doth not af- 
ict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men.” He designs 
our profit in the thing, And 
this would not have its geod ef- 
fect, if laid any where but on 
the back of the offender. The 
punishment of sin is a means of 
salvation. ‘Take away these 
means, and the object is not ac- 
complished. If God punished 
merely for the sake of punish- 
ing, and wished to save the sin- 
ner from this punishment, we 

should see the reason that it was 
put upon Jesus’ back: because 
God took pleasure in afflicting 
his creatures. But it is not so. 
God punishes the sinner for his 
good. ‘Therefore, as the old 
proverb is, spare the rod, and 
you spoil the child. Now if 
God chasten us for our profit, 
that we may be made the par- 
takers of his holiness, what 
good would it do maiukind to 
inflict upon Christ the punish- 
ment. Such a salvation, in- 
stead of being a benefit, would 
be an injury to thesinner. Who 
then will say that we lessen the 
value of salvation? We indeed 
enhance it in the view of rational 
man, Is no salvation valuable. 
but salvation from eternal woe ? 


This appears to he absurd—you 
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cannot save man from punish- 


ment, unless you save him from 
sin. There is no salvation but 
@ salvation frem sia; and when 
We are saved from this, we are 
Saved from all punishment, all 
distress, and evil of every kind. 

This is ‘he nature of that sal- 
vation which Jesus gives to the 
world. 


« Efe7ll make all sinners saints, and heaven 
“ The dwelling place of all.” 


Let our opponents know that 
this is the foundation of Uni- 
versalism. and no longer say, 
that we hold that men ave to be 
saved in their sins. 

Many ideas respecting the 
mission of Christ have been sup- 
ported which must be contrary 
to truth. Men have supposed 
God to be full of wrath toward 
his creature man; and this they 
hold forth as the reason of 
Christ’s death. They say that 
he came to shield the sinner 
from God’s vengeance, and to 
bear the thunderbolts of wrath 
which would otherwise come 
upon us,—Hence the salvation 
we experience must be a salva- 
tion from God’s vengeance; by 
a transfer of tliis vengeance from 
the sinner to Christ. But this 
idea appears absurd, when 
brought to compare with the de- 
sign of God in sending a Sa- 
viour into the world. God de- 
signed the sinner’s good. Now 
is it reasonable to suppose that 
the Power which designed our 
good was full of wrath, hatred, 
and enmity to us!’ If God had 
been our implacable enemy, Je- 
sus would have come to damn 
instead of save us. Does the 
life of Jesus recommend him as 


| the messenger of a Being who 


cherished towards us an infinite 
s 2, 
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wrath? Jesus went about doing 
good. Is this a manifestation 
of love, or enmity? He healed 
the sick—he cleansed the leper- 
ons—he made the lame walk— 
the dumb sing—he opened the 
eyes of the blind—he raised the 
dead—:.e died for us. Does 
this look like anger or wrath? 
Surely if God is the being he 
has been represented to be, the 
naire of things must have 
strangely altered since Jesus’s 
day. But we again declare that 
the doctrines of men are erro- 
neous. Jesus did not come to 
save men from the wrath of 
God; for ‘“* God so loved the 
world that he gave his ouly be- 
gotion Son.” Jesus was the type 
of God: and all his actions were 
the strongest manifestations of 
love. God’s love to the world 
was the cause of Jesus coming 
to save us. ‘“* Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that 
he toved us.” Jesus came to 
save his people from their sins, 

We will now for a few mo- 
menis search into the extent of 
this salvation. Who are to be 
saved from sin? We must ne- 
cessarily curtail our remarks 
upon this subject ; for if we had 
ability, and gave it full extent, 
it would be too voluminous for 
our presen’ convenience. » 

Hirst then, we will observe 
that the will of God concerning 
simmers must be done; and. as 
St. Paul informs us, that this is 


tv **have atl men to be saved ° 


and to come unto the knowledge 
ef the trath,” all men must 
be saved from their sins. The 
purpose of God comprehends 
the whole human family, or if 
does not—aiid those who are In- 
chided in this purpese must par- 
take of this salvation. Now 











330 Salvation. 


those who aré included in this 
purpose Jesus came to save, and 
will save, for God’s purpose 
must stand, As he came to ac- 
complish the purpose of God, 
those whom he came to save are 
included in thiis purpose. ‘ He 
gave himself a ransom for all ;” 
‘“* He tasted death for every 
man ;” * The Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.” Thus we find that all 
are the objects of the Savicur’s 
mission, and the subjects of that 
salvation which he gives to the 
world. Jesus came to do the 
will of him who sent him, and 
this will is in favor of all; and 
as Jesus will do the work he 
came to do, the will of God 
must be done.— As God desires, 
or wills the happiness of every 
human being, his will will be 
done in the salvation of the 
world. We find the scriptures 
harmonizing in this truth. ** The 
glory of the Lord shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together,” Isa. xl. 5.‘ All 
flesh shall come to worship be- 
fore me, saith the Lord,’ Isa. 
Ixvi. 23. ‘“ All flesh shall see 
the salvation of God,” Luke iii. 
6. ‘ All the ends of the worid 
shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord,” Ps. xxii. 27. “ All 
nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and wofSship before 
thee, O Lord,” Ps’ 4xxxvi. 9. 
These scriptures represent the 
fulfilment of prophecy, the ac- 
complishment of Goud’s purpose, 
and the consummation of that 
which he desires. This is what 
all christians pray for; and what 
all men need. It was for ths 
that Jesus died—that prophets 
prophesied, and apostles preach- 
ed. This is the will of God; 
and there is no being opposed to 
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it but antichrist. Who shall tri 
umph, GOD, or devil?—Which 
shall be depopulated heaven or 
hell? God will reign, justice tri- 
umph, and goodness live forever 
and ever.—Amen. 
<> 
[From the Hartford Religious Inquirer. } 
ABSURDITIES AND CONTRA- 
DICTIONS. 


The doctrine of endless mi- 
sery is fraught with all that is 
extravagant and irrational; it 
is replete with contradictions 
and absurdity. It would be al- 
most an endless employment to 
enumerate all the fullies attend- 
ant upon that scheme. In this 
communication, I will notice a 
few of the many inconsistencies 
of which this system is com- 
posed. 

The advocates for this scheme 
suppose, or maintain, that all 
men sinned in Adam, and be- 
came liable, or exposed to all 
the horrors of an eternity of 
torture. But in the same breath 
they tell us that all the elect 
were given to Christ, and were 
consequently sure of salvation 
from eternity! ! Now, how is it 
possible that all are exposed to 
endless death, when the salva- 
tion of the eLEcT has ever been 
sure? In the one sentence, they 
tell us, that all are exposed to 
endless wretchedness, and in the 
other, that the elect never were 
thus exposed. 

They tell us, that the scrip- 
tures teach endless misery in 
the clearest terms possible; and 
in justification of this, they cite 
passages which assert that un- 
believers shall be, or are damn- 
ed. Since sinners, say they, are 
damned, it is not possible that 


they can be made happy. All 








who are damned must be miser- 
able for ever.—But when ad- 
dressing their self-styled elect, 
they inform them that they were 
in a state of damnation, but 
were snatched therefrom by the 
special agency of God. This 
damnation necessarily means 
endless misery; but the elect 
experience it only for a season! 

‘They tell us that men are not 
elected on account of their good 
works, or any thing virtuous 
in them. But on the other hand 
they say, if the clect were as 
vicious, or as sinful as other 
men, they would come short of 
salvation? Or in other words, 
good works are sinful in the 
sight of God, but these are the 
only conditions on which eter- 
nal blessedness is suspended. 
That is, if they were desiitute 
of those works which are sinful 
in their nature, they will be re- 
jected and excluded from glory ! 

Christ, we are gravely told, 
died for the whole world; but 
the elect only have any interest 
in Jesus! The gospel is glad 
tidings to all people, but it will 
increase the misery of all the 
non-elect. Christ is the Saviour 
of the world, but all who belong 
to the world will perish! All 
men may be saved if they will, 
but God has fixed some in eter- 
nal anguish by an irrevocable 
decree! The damned will be 
punished in the presence of the 
holy angels and in presence of 
the Lamb, for the wicked shall 
be banished from the presenée 
of God eternaliy! In Adam all 
men died eternally, and all this 
was executed in one day! Every 
sin is infinite, but one infinite 
atonemert cancels ali the sins 
of the whole world; and this in- 
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human, that is, the finite nature 
of Jesus Christ ! God is just, and 
his justice requires the endless 
death of every offender ; there- 
fore the elect will be saved ! God 
is just, and if he had been just 
with his creatures, all would, 
long ere this, have been in ir- 
recoverable ruin! Infants are 
totally corrupt, but are increas- 
bg in wickedness every mo- 
ment! Every act of the unre- 
generate is sinful, therefore it 
is their duty to seek an interest 
in Christ! God, and he only, 
can change the hearts of sin- 
ners, therefore it is their duty 
to change their own hearts! 
Every sinner can repent of his 
sins, and glorify God, therefore 
God will be glorified in the eter- 
nal suffering of his creatures ! 

What floods of confussion are 
here? ‘That person who can 
swallow down these, and an 
liundred other inconsistencies, 
is prepared to be the dupe of de- 
luders, and the advocate for ig- 
norance. But such is the per- 
version of the gospel at the pre. 
sent day, that men are branded 
as infidels unless they will re- 
ceive these inconsisteneies. as 
gospel truths, and feast upon 
absurdities too gross to beara 
moment’s consideration. From 
such inconsistencies, the ford 
in mercy save us. 


Hi N. 
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A LETTER* 


OF PLINY THE CONSUL TO THE 
EMPEROR TRAJAN. 

It is a rule, sir, which I in- 

violably observe, to refer myself 


* This letter is esteemed as almost the 
Only genuine monument of ecclesiastical an- 
tiquity relating to the times immediately 
succeeding the apostles, it being written not 
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to you in all my doubts; for, 
who is more capable of remov- 
ing my struples, or informing 
my ignorance? Having never 
been present at any trials con- 
cerning those persons who are 
Christians, Lam unacquainted, 
not only with the nature of their 
crimes, or the measure of their 
punishment, but how far it is 
proper to enter mto an exami- 
nation concerning them. Whie- 
ther, therefore, any difference is 
usually made with respect to 
the ages of the guilty, or no 
distinction is to be observed be- 
tween the young and the adult ; 
whether repentance entitles them 
to a pardon; or, if a man has 
been once a Christian, it avails 
nothing to desist from bis error ; 
whether the very profession of 
Christianity, unattended with 
any criminal act, or only the 
crimes themselves inherent in 
the profession, are punishable : 
in all these points [ am greatly 
doubtful. In the mean while. 
the method I have observed to- 
wards those who have been 
brought before me as Christians, 
is this: I interrogated them 
whether they were Christians ; 
if they confessed, I repeated 
the question twice, adding threats 
at the same time; and if they 
still persevered, I ordered them 
to be immediately punished. For, 
I was persuaded, whatever the 
nature of their opinions might 
be, a contumacious and inflex- 
ible obstinacy certainly deserv- 
ed correction. There were others 
also brought before me possess- 





above forty years at most after the death ot 
St. Paul. It was preserved by the Chri=- 
tians, themselves, as a clear and unsuspici- 
ous evidence ofthe purity of their doctrines: 
and isfrequently appealed to by the earls 

writers of the church against the calamnies 
of their adversaries. 
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ed with the same infatuation ; 
but being citizens of Rome,* I 
directed that they should be con- 
veyed thither. But this crime 
spreading (as is usually the case) 
while it was actually under pro- 
secution, several instances of 
the same nature occurred. An 
information was presented to me 
without any name subscribed, 
containing a charge against se- 
veral persons: these, upon ex- 
amination, denied they were, or 
ever had been Christians. They 
repeated after me an invocation 
to the gods, and offered reli- 
cious rites with wine and frank- 
incense before your _ statue, 
(which for that purpose I had or- 
dered to be brought, together 
with those of the gods,) and even 
reviled the name of Christ; 
whereas there is no forcing, itis 
said, those who are really Chris- 
tians, into any of these com- 
pliances. I thought it proper, 
therefore, to discharge them. 
Some among those who were 
accused by a witness in person, 
at first confessed themselves 
Christians, but immediately af- 
ter denied it; the rest owned, 
indeed, they had been of that 
number formerly, but had now 
(some above three, others more, 
and a few above twenty years 
ago) renounced that error. They 
ail worshipped your statue, and 
the images of the gods, uttering 
imprecations at the same time 
against the name of Christ. They 
affirmed the whule of their guilt, 
or their error, was, that they 
met on a certain stated day be- 





_™ It was one of the privileges of a Roman 
citizen, secured by the Sempronian law 
(hat he could not be capitally convicted but 
by the suffrage of the people ; which seems 
to have been still so far in force, as to make 
it necessary to send the persons here men- 
tioned to Rome. 
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fore it was light, and addressed 
themselves in a form of prayer 
to Christ, as to some god, bind- 
ing themselves by a solemn oath, 
not for the purposes of any wick-. 
ed design, but never to commit 
any fraud, theft, or adultery ; 
never to falsify their word, por 
deny a trust when they should be 
called upon to deliver it up; 
after which, it was their custom 
to separate, and then reassemble, 
to cat in common a harmless 
meal. From this custom, how- 
ever, they desisted after the pub 

lication of my edict, by which, 
according to your commands, I 
forbade the meeting of any as- 
semblies. In consequence of 
this their declaration, I judged 
it more necessary to endeavour 
to extort the real truth, by put- 
ting two female slaves to the 
torture, who were said to offici- 
ate* in their religious functions 5 
but all I could discover was, 
that these people were actuated 
by an absurd and excessive su- 
perstition. I deemed it expedi- 
ent, therefore, to adjourn all far- 
ther proceedings, in order to 
consult you. For, it appears to 
be a matter highly deserving 
your consideration ; more espe- 
cially as great numbers must be 
involved in the danger of these 
prosecutions, which have alrea- 
dy extended, and are still likely 
to extend, to persons of all ranks 
and ages, and even of both sex- 
es. In fact, this contagious su- 
perstition is not confined to the 








* These women, it is supposed, exercised 
the same office as Phebe, mentioned by St. 
Paul, whom he styles deaconess of the 
ehurch ot Cenchrea. Their business was 
to tend the poor and sick, and other charita~ 
ble offices ; asalso to assist at the ceremony 
of female baptism, for the more decent per- 
formance of that rite; as Yossiu3 observes 


upon this passage. P. 
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cities Only, but has spread its 
infection among the neighbour- 
ing villages and country. Ne- 
vertheless, it still seems possible 
to restrain its progress. ‘The 
temples, at least, which were 
once almost deserted, begin now 
to be frequented ; and the sa- 
cred solemnities, after a long 
intermission, are revived 3 to 
which I must add, there is again 
also a general demand for the 
victims, which for some time 
past had met with but few pur- 
chasers. From the circum- 
stances I have mentioned, it is 
easy to conjecture what num- 
bers might be reclaimed, if a 
general pardon were granted to 
those who shall repent of their 
error. 
——> eo 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine’ 


A CONVERSATION 
Between a Universalist and an 
Arminian. 

A. Tam sorry friend, that you 
have fallen in with the danger. 
ous system of Universalism. 

U. How dangerous sir? 

A. I think it must tend to li- 
centiousness. If wicked men 
embrace the opinion, that all 
will be saved, they will not care 
how bad they behave. 

U. Do you think sir, that 
you should be induced to go on 
in sin against God, and men, 
if you were assured that God 
designed your eternal holiness 
and happiness ? 

A. I hope, as the goodness 
of God leadeth to repentance, 
that lL should not take liberty 
myself to goon in sin. Buti 
fear others would. 

U. Then you think, that you 
are a better man than others. 
You have more charity for your- 
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| spake, who went up into the 





self, than for other men. Whence 
arises this good opinion of your- 
self? 

A. To be sure, sir, L am het- 
ter, and do better than others. 
I do not curse and swear, and 
drink to excess, and commit a 
thousand other bad deeds, of 
which multitudes are guilty. 

U. Did you ever in any in- 
stance covetanother’s property? 
Paul said, he had not known 
lust, sir, except the law had 
said, thou shalt not covet.— 
When the law or commandment 
came, sin revived and he died. 
So we read every mouth shall be 
stopped and the whele world 
shall become guilty before God. 
For ali have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God. Can 
you think that your good deeds 
will recommend you to the fa- 
vour of God, while you have 
done so many evil deeds ? 

A. Most certainly. I expect 
that my virtuous and faithful 
conduct, will recommend me to 
God’s mercy ; while the vicious 
and wicked conduct of others, 
will sink them into everlasting 
misery. 

U. How came you, sir, to do 
so much better than other men ; 
so that you hope to be admitted 
to endless joy, while others sink 
to endless misery ? 

A. God made man upright, 
and endowed him with power to 
do good, or to do evil, as he 
should choose. He sets before 
him life and death. Now, if 
he will not obey his voice, and 
walk in his ways, he shall be 
cast into hell forever. I hope, 
{ have done right; or at least L 
have not done so bad as others. 

U. You remind me, sir, of a 
certain man, of whom Jesus 
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iemple to pray, who thanked 
God, that he was not ike other 
men; Whom our Saviour repre- 
sents as exalting himself, and 
who should be abased. Did you 
never commit a sin, sir? 

A. I donot pretend to be per- 
fect. But as Ged is merciful I 
trust he will pardon my sin, and 
accept of my good deeds, for 
Christ’s sake. 

U. Then you think, sir, that 
your good deeds will outweigh 
your evil deeds, so as to induce 
God to save you, from endless 
misery, and raise you to eternal 
glory. But the evil deeds of 
others, will outweigh their good 
deeds; so that they must lie 
down in never-ending pain and 
sorrow. Is this rewarding men 
according fo their works? 

A. Lhope God will forgive 
my sin, and accept of my good 
works for Christ’s sake. 

U. What have you done, sir, 
which you think deserves such a 
great reward, as eternal glory, 
which will counter-balance all 
your evil deeds, and prevent 
your endless misery ? 

A. I pray to God to forgive 
my sins, and I aim to do right 
as far as I am able. 

U. I believe in keeping God’s 
commands thereis great reward. 
Butdo you not set too high a 
value upon your doings, to think 
that eternal life, can be pur- 
chased by them? You will ad 
mit that it was God who ena- 
bled you to do them; and must 
he now give you never-endin 
happiness as a reward for them? 
How have you rewarded God 
for all the mercies bestowed up- 
on you? Will your poor imper- 
fect services pay for all God’s 
mercies, satisfy for all your sins, 
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and procure an incorruptible in- 


| heritance? 


A. Ihave worked hard, and 
have procured the mercies I 
have enjoyed. I have no reason 
to think God would have given 
them to me, if I had not heen 
industrious. God blesses our 
exertions, not our idleness. 

U. But, sir, do you not con- 
sider your health, privileges and 
opportunities, as so many mer- 
cies of God?) Yea, do you not 
consider, your disposition, incli- 
natien, temper, habits, or will 
or choice to do good, as the gifts 
of God?) What have we, that 
we have not received? Paul 


says, he was not sufficient of 


himself to think any thing. And 
that by the grace of God, he 
was What he was. 

A. I think we must do our 


duty, if we would be accepted 


of God. For he condemns the 
wicked. 

U. Can you suppose, sir, that 
you have really merited a heaven 
of glory, by your good works? 
What equality, between your 
whole account of 
and eternal life ? 


ing blessedness. 


ence. 


A. True. 


do not think, that [I can merit 
such a favour. But God has 


graciously promised it, to the 


obedient. 

U. How much good must you 
do, to secure such a blessing ? 
For, I think, you suppose all ra- 


good works, 
A whole life 
of good works, seems but a few 
drops to the ocean of never-end- 
I grant an in- 
finite God of.love may givea 
creature such an immense bless- 
ing. Butit is too great to be 
merited by our imperfect obedi- 


Endless blessed- 
ness is inconceivably great. I 
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tional creatures do some good 
things, yet m&ay of them will 
be cast into never ending mise- 
ry, because they did no more. 

A. We must do all the good 
we can, I cannot teli how much. 

U. Then you cannot be cer- 
tain or assured, that you shall 
not yourself be doomed to the 
unquenchable fire, which you 
profess to believe will be the 
portion cf multitudes of man- 
kind, in another state of exist- 
ence._ 

A. I confess I have sinned 
against God, in numerous in- 
stances, but I hope to repent, 
and obtain fongiveness through 
Christ, if I bees not already. 

U. Can you number your evil 
thoughts, words, and actions? 
Can you number the mercies 
you have misimproved cr abus- 
ed? Can you number the mo- 
ments you have spent in an un- 
Wise and unprofitable manner ? 
Can you number the evil pas- 
sious, of pride, envy, covetous- 
hess 3 anger, wrath, malice, and 
numerous others, which you are 
conscious, have been in your 
heart, since you were born? 

A. Who can understand his 
errors? I pray God to cleanse 
me from secret faults. We must 
pray, God be merciful to us sin- 
ners. 

U. Do you suppose that such 
prayers make the great differ- 
ence, between the saved and the 
doomed? You admit that all 
have sinned. Hence all are 
condemned by the law. Now, 
sir, how can some rise to endless 
glory, while others sink to end- 
Jess misery? Suppose a person 
spends his days ina sinful course, 
wili repentance save him attast ¢ 

A. Certainly. Ifhe truly re- 
pent, I suppose he will be for- 
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given. But the prophet asks, 
“can the Ethiopean change bis 
skin, or the Leopard his spots ? 
then may they, who are accus- 
tomed to do evil, learn to do 
well.” ‘This representation sup- 
poses it to be very difficult, for 
an old sinner, who is hardened 
in iniquity, to repent. I think 
there is but a small chance for 
such to be saved. 

U. I think so too, sir, if sin- 
ners are to be saved by their 
good works. Butif they can be 
saved by the grace of God, then 
ke who has much forgiven, will 
love much. But it sinners are 
to be saved, by their good works, 
then, they make themselves to 
differ from others, and have 
whereof to glory. But if they 
are saved by grace, then God 
must have the glory of their sal- 
vation. 

A. True. Not unto us, not 
unto us, but to God must be all 
the glory of the sinner’s salva- 
tion. 

U. But, sir, if you expect to 
obtain endless blessedness, while 
others suffer to all eternity, either 
God or yourself must turn the 
scale, or make the difference. 
Now you do not suppose that 
God, has chosen some to eternal 
life, while he leaves others to 
eternal death. Of course, you 
must suppose that you are saved 
by your own exertions or good 
works. Hence you ought to 
give yourself the glory of mak- 
ing you to differ from those 
whom you believe will be erd- 
lessly iiserable. 

A. You remember, sir, that 
Christ says, that he who gives 
a cup of water toa disciple of 
his, shall not lose his reward. 
Was not this reward eterna! 
life ? 









































U. You have now found an 
easy way to heaven. But have 
you, sir, made sure of heaven by 
this means? 

A. I have no assurance. I 
may fall away and perish ever- 
lastingly. 

U. I should fear you would, 
were it not that I believe Christ 
will have compassion on the ig- 
norant and those who are out of 


the way. I should dispair of — 


salvation, for all men, were it 
not that God reigns, and has 
promised his Son the heathen for 
his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his 
possession. 

A. I think, it will not do to 
trust too much in the mercy of 
God. We must be faithful even 
unto death, if we would obtain a 
crown of life. 

U. Permit me to ask you one 
question more before we part. 
Do you think that sin is an infi- 
nite evil? 

A. I do not. How can a finite 
creature do an infinite act? 

U. How then, sir, can you be- 
lieve in endless misery? . Sure- 
ly if sin is not an infinite evil, it 
cannot deserve an infinite pun- 
ishment. Hence not endless. 
How then, can you consider it 
just with God, whose ways are 
equal, to banish a soul to never- 
ending torments, for many finite 
offences, which fall infinitely 
short of infinite ? 

SEEK TRUTH. 
—_——. 
“© They that sat in darknes have 
seen a great light. 

TRUTH is dawning upon the 
world, chasing the mists of er- 
ror, dissipating the clouds which 
envelope the mind, and shroud 
in darkness the glories of a fu- 
ture heaven. Recently, two 
yO. 1. 
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clergymen, in this city, of the 
Episcopal church, declared from 
the pulpit, that ‘salvation is 
unconditional, and finished in 
Christ, who ‘ tasted death for 
every man.” May this truth 
“ take the wings of the morning 
and fly to the uttermost parts of 
the earth.” May the time speedi- 


‘ly arrive, when they *‘ that glo- 


ry, shall glory in the Lord.” 
When the praise of God, and not 
man, shall fill every heart, be 
chanted by every tongue; and 
error, the source of unhappi- 
ness, be consigned to an end- 
less oblivion. 


N. Y. Gospel Herald. 
—2o 


From the same. 


Afflicting death of a Missionary. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheelock, a 
Missionary at Rangoon, India, 
left Rangoon for Calcutta, when 
labouring under a consumption, 
for the benefit of a change of air, 
&c. and on his passage, ** one 
day while under the influence of 
delirium, he, it is supposed, 
plunged into the sea, while the 
vessel was proceeding with such 
velocity as to render it imprac- 
ticable to make any attempt to 
save our dying brother. Bro- 
ther Wheelock, when himself, 
was beyond all doubt, a lover of 
Jesus, a holy man of God; and 
is he not among the ransomed 
in glory? Doubtless he is. His 
sun, it is true set in a cloud.” &c. 
— Missionary Intelligencer. 

We mention the above to 
show the ability of our religious 
opponents at accommodation, 
and qualification, to favour them- 
selves. If a preacher of Uni- 
versal Salvation should, in a fit 
of insanity, drown himself, we 
think it would, in their opinion, 

T 2. 
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be “ Doubtless he is!’ &c. but 
where—the reader can guess !— 
It was, indeed, an afflicting dis- 
pensation of Providence ;—the 
relatives and friends of the de- 
ceased, are entitled to the sym- 
pathy of every feeling and bene- 
volent mind. 


—> oe 


TRIUMPH OF PRINCIPLE. 


The Editor of this Paper, (the 
Gospel Herald, printed in the 
City of New York,) was about 
writing his YALEDICTORY, in 


coincidence with his notice of 


discontinuing this publication, 
when a General Meeting of the 
friends of TRUTH in this city, 
eventuated in an unanimous re- 
solution for its continuance : To 
effect which, a CoMPANY is or- 
ganised to be the sole Proprie- 
tors and exclusive owners of the 
ESTABLISHMENT of the 


GOSPEL HERALD ; 


which is apportioned in One 
Flundred and Fifty Shares, at 
ten dollars each. The 38d. vo- 
lume will therefore commence 
under new auspices, and it is 
contemplated to be afforded to 
Subscribers at two dollars per 
year, payable in advance; and 
for size, typographical execu- 
tion, and cheapness, to be se- 
cond to no work ever issued 
from the American or any other 
Press. It willbe published week- 
d 

“The Editor is instructed by 
the Proprieturs to say, that, the 
Friends of Truth throughout the 
Union, are respectflly requested 
to patronize this work ; and those 
who may be willing to promote 
the cause by becoming Agents, 
for their respective towns, will 


Triumph of Principle. 

















eonfer a favour by giving the 
earliest information of the same, 
that a list of the Agents for this 
Paper may be published, &c, 

The Prospectus will be pub- 
lished in the First Number.— 
Distant subscribers (unless they 
signify to the contrary) will be 
considered as subscribers to the 
third volume. 

A Prospectus will be issued 
immediately for the city, and the 
residence of every subscriber to 
be given after the first of May. 
The First Number of the 3d. 


| volume to be issued on and da- 


ted Saturday, May 18, 1822.— 
This short delay will, probably, 
be necessary for procuring pa- 
per of proper size and quality, 
and to ensure the punctual deli- 
very of the Numbers at the 
Post oflice in this city, early 
each week, fer distant subscri- 
bers, and to prevent delay and 
disappointment after the volume 
is commenced. 

N. B. No Subscription for a 
less term than one year, (which 
includes one whole volume,) will 
be received at the commence- 
ment of the volume. 

New York, April 13, 1822. 

Subscribers to the above 
work will be received by the 
Editor, of this Magazine, No. 9, 
North Second street. Also Sub- 
scribers for the (Boston) Uni- 
versalist Magazine. 


Weare informed that a Soci- 
ety has been formed in Halifax, 
Mass. and some of the adjacent 
towns, called the First Univer- 
salist Society in Halifax. They 
have chosen Mr. Benjamin Leo- 
nard, Clerk ; Capt. Thomas Co- 
vington, Mr. Lewis Harlow, 
and Capt. Henry Pope, standing 
committee for the present year. 






































Another offering to Moloch ! 

The following account names 
another victim, a sacrifice to 
the doctrine of Deviis! Every 
humane and sensible person in 
the community should lift his 
voice against this abominable, 
God dishonoring, man-destroy- 
ing, hypothesis, which blasts, 
with deadly blight, every pros- 
pect, and impiously and blas- 
phemously traduces the God of 
Love, who “ is good to all,” and 
whose ‘‘ éender mercies are over 


all his works.”—Gospel Herald. 


Manlius, April 3.—The wife 
of Moses Blowers, of Pompey, 
put an end to her natural life 
by drowning in a well, on 
Ttursday last. Mrs. Blowers 
was one of the subjects of an 
awakening which had been got 
up in the neighbourhood, who 
fancied herself a sinner beyond 
the reach of mercy! We are 
informed that the unhappy wo- 
man stated, as her firm belief, 
that her ** soul would be in hell” 
before the Sunday preceding her 
death. Under the influence of 
feelings thus particularly dis- 
tressing, she severed the cord 
by whose frail brittle tenure hu- 
man life is suspended betwixt 
time and eternity. The deceas- 
ed sustained an excellent char- 
acter, and is deeply lamented— 

N. Y. Daily Adv. 


——><- 
Review of Primitive Theology. 
Continued from page [308] 

As has been observed, Mr. 
H’s object in lecture 1st of his 
work, entitled Primitive Theo- 
logy, was to prove that the Me- 
diator was honored of God. To 
this we assent with every sen- 
timent of Christian acquies- 
cence—nay further, thathe was 


| 











Review of Primitive Theology. 339 


so honored of God, as to have 
all power in Heaven and in 
earth given unto him. Matt. 
XxViii. 18. He was so honored 
as to have “the Heathen and 
the uttermost parts of the earth,” 
bestowed on him as his posses- 
sion. Psalmii. And to make 
this honor perfect, power was 
given him, that he should 
give eternal life to as many as 
the Father had given him.— 
How many? The Heathen, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 
What, then, is there beyond the 
uttermost? Nothing. Thus we 
agree, was he, who was desig- 
nated under the title of the 
seed of the woman, hounored— 
he was indeed highly exalted, 
and a name given him above 
every name, &c. But Mr. H. 
would by no means be under- 
stood to intimate that the ho- 
nors and prerogatives which the 
Redeemer exercised, were en- 
tirely derived from the Father, 
whom the Redeemer worshipped, 
with so much reverence, and 
without whose aid he could do 
nothing. John v. 19, viii. 28: 
The summum bonum of his ob- 
ject in the lecture we are review- 
ing, is to make out that Jesus 
was truly and properly the Great 
Jehovah, or in other words, 
that he, who no where said, he 
was God—but the Son of God, 
is the God, whose Son he is! 

Now, without positively as- 
serting that this inconceivable 
notion is not true; all that we 
intend, is to shew that admitting 
it to be so—Mr. H. has not suc- 
ceeded in establishing its truth 
by any testimony this lecture 
presents. What Mr. H. deems 
conclusive in this point, so es- 
sential, as he supposes to the 
whole system of Theology, we 
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proceed to quote from page 17. 
‘Shortly after receiving the ho- 
nors of his baptism, he glori- 
ously foiled the prince of dark- 
ness, and was ministered unto 
by angels. From this distin- 
guished epoch he began to ope- 
rate countless beneficent mira- 
cles: changed the natures and 
controlled the powers of the ele- 
ments : swayed his sceptre with 
efficiency, over rational and ir- 
rational beings: disclosed the 
secrets of hearts: exercised the 
prerogative of supreme divinity 
in pardoning sin: exerted an 
undisputed authority over de- 
mons: thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God, and accord- 
ingly received religieus adora 
tion.” 

The foregoing quotation, ap- 
pears to be as strong language as 
the lecture contains, to establish 
the Supreme Divinity of Jesus— 
Let us therefore ascertain, whe- 
ther it is parallel with that impor- 
tant sentiment. And first, let the 
question be propounded, does 
Mr. H. limit that usually, so 
troublesome word att, as it 
stands in Mat. xxviii. 18, where 
Jesus says, “ALL power is giv- 


en unto me” &c.? If he does,. 


then he prosrates at once, the 
hypothesis which, were we to say 
we disbelieved, he would rank us 
(if he have not already) with the 
‘¢ Humes, the Paines, the Bo- 
lingbrokes, &e.” But, if he 
allow this monusyllable to mean 
what its most natural definition 
indicates, and will couple with 
it, the meaning of its fellow 
phrase,’” GrveEN—what can the 
most unbounded, ifit be arational 
inference, fromallthe language 
just cited, prove, concerning the 
supreme Godhead of him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the 








prophets did write, Jesus of Na. 
zareth the Son of J oseph /’” 
John i. 45. } 

Is it contended, that the mira- 
ckesof Jesus, whether they were 
contrary to, or whether they only 
transcended the’ laws of nature, 
are sufficiently demonstrative of 
his Godhead? If so, how shall we 
denominate Moses, Elijah, Eli- 
sha, Peter, Paul, &c.? We 
would on this principle, be ob- 
liged to award te them the same 
title ; in which case the word 
trinity, would be as deficient in 
expressing the I AM, as John 
Calvins” reprobation is in de- 
scribing the grace of the gos- 
pel. 

But, he ‘disclosed the se- 
crets of hearts.’”? Notwithstand- 


Ing his own assertion of “ alb 
- power being given unto him”— 


is sufhiciently explanatory in 
this, as inthe case of work- 
ing miracles, and proves that 
the power which effected this, 
was derived frem Him, by 
whom it was “ crvEen;’’ yet we 
wish more plainly to shew, that 
this fact, is inconclusive and does 
not establish Mr. H’s dectrine, 
that Jesus is the Supreme Dei- 
ty. For if disclosing the se- 
crets of men’s hearts, do this, 
then in what light, shall we be 
constrained to view Elijah. See 
2 Kings &. 2, 6, or of Elisha, 
who, while in Judea could dis- 
close to the king of Israel the 
secret counsels of the king of 
Syria in his palace chamber, 
so entirely, as to frustrate his 
plans to destroy Israel. 2 Kings 
vi. 8, 12. 

The same things may be asked 
concerning Daniel in revealing 
the forgotten dream of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, together with its 
true interpretation, and of Peter 
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in detecting the avaricious cun- 
ning of Sapphira. See Acts 
v.3. Without enlarging with 
similar testimonies ; the facts 
that Jesus said ‘“ all power was 


given” to him—and that the pro- 


phets and apostles did through 
the power also given them of 
God, disclose the secrets of 
hearts—must convince us that 
without this delegated power, in 
every case, in which these secrets 
were disclosed, they would have 
remained undisclosed ; for this 
agency was among the things 
to which Jesus had reference, 
when he said, “I can of my own 
self do nothing,” John v. 30.— 
But Mr. H. further says, “he ex- 
ercised the prerogative” of su- 
preme divinity, in pardoning sin. 
Now, we think that before it can 
be made out that Jesus properly 
forgave sin, it must be shewn 
that the sins committed were 
against himself. ‘Take for in- 
stance, the woman, who in Si- 
mon’s house, washed his feet 
with her tears, and then wiped 
them with her hair; or of the 
man sick of the palsy, to whom 
he said, ‘‘ son be of good cheer, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

Jesus did not say, I forgive 
thy sins—thy sins, which are 
many, are all forgiven thee, of 
me. But he declared a fact, 
which had always been true, and 
which was now revealed in him, 
who came to preach repentance 
and remission of sins. 

Does the above language of 
Jesus, prove thathe forgave sin 
in the proper sense of the word, 
any more than that of John, 
proves he did, who says, “your 
sins are forgiven you, for his 
name sake,” see 1 John i. 2. 12. 
Jesus who was sent of God, and 
they whom he commissioned 
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went no further than to declare 
the divine forgiveness & mercy, 
as the grand errand oftheir com- 
mon ministry. In the case of his 
murderers on the cross, Jesus 
prayed, and said, ‘‘ Father, for- 
give them, for they know not 
what they do.” But where is the 
propriety of this supplication if 
Jesus, was the forgiving Deity 
himself? It will not do to say 
he thus spake, of his human na- 
ture, for the scripture tells no- 
thing of such distinctions. They 
speak of Jesus as an individual! 

Mr. H. and his readers, may 
say, that admitting they grant 
the validity of the objections, 
we have presented, yet enough 
is couched in the apostles’ lan- 
guage to the Phillipians, “ He 
thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God,” to substantiate the 
Deity of the Redeemer. But is 
he—are they aware that if it 
should be granted, that by the 
word “equal,” in the common 
translation, a perfect coequality, 
as orthodoxy expresses itself, 
with the Father, is intended, 
(which is not granted) yet that 
a very different translation of 
this passage, Phill. ii. 5—9. is 
given, and that too, by a beliey- 
erin Mr. H’s sentiment, viz. 
Archbishop Newcome. He 
renders the phrase, thought it no 
robbery, &c. thus, ‘‘ Did not es- 
teem it a prey to be like God.” 
The meaning of which, appears 
to be this; his extraordinary 
powers were not ostentatiously 
displayed. But if the quota- 
tion from Mr. H. be received, as 
the only proper rendering of the 
text—the word ‘equal’ upon 
which all the stress is laid, being 
itself equivocal, ought not to be 
taken for evidence to prove what 
no part of the scripture asserts, 
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viz. that the * Lord our God, 
who is oneLord,” is three—and 
then, in defiance of reason and 
common sense, to establish the 
contradiction that ihree, are not 
three, but one. 

We have said the word ‘ equal’ 
is equivocal, that is, though it 
may be used in comparisons, in 
which the parties are similar in 
every particular, yet it as of- 
ten indicatesa close resemblance 
in one or more Cases, while in 
others, the subjects of compari. 
son are very unlike and unequal. 
As wesay, this field, this house, 
or this man, is equal to that, in 
size, in beauty, or in age; while, 
in fruitfulness, convenience, or 
ability, there may exist the wid- 
est extremes. In Matt. xx. 12. 
they who “had borne the heat 
and burden of the day,” com- 
plained because such, as come 
in at the eleventh hour, were 
made equal to them in point of 
wages. But did they mean that 
he who hired them all, had real- 
ly made the latter equal in merit 
to the complainers? [tis obvi- 
ous they did not; for the very 
complaint was predicated upon 
an inequality of desert. St. Paul, 
in his letter to the Galatians 1 
ch. 14, says, “* I profited in the 
Jews religion, above many my 
equals.” Here the original 
expression, means nothing more 
than equality in years, as the 
margin testifies ; while the apos- 
tles’ talents and piety, clearly 
display his superiority in other 
things. 

If this therefore, be a common 
use of the word equal, what does 
the popular reading, ‘‘he thought 
it no robbery,” &c. necessarily 
signify more, than that “he 
thought it not robbery to be as 


Gov,” Thatis, he did not es- | 
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teem it, as an act of sacrilege o; 
impiety, to exert at proper op. 
portunities, his miraculous pow. 
ers. 

We will now attend to the last 
member of our quotation from 
Mr. H: which declares the Re- 
deemer to have “ received re i- 
gious adoration.” This, if true, 
being evidence amounting to de- 
monstration of his supreme 
divinit y: to have fortifiedthe as- 
sertion with a few texts of scrip- 
ture, at least one, in which Je- 
sus instructed his disciples to 
pray to him, to make him the 
direct object of their worship, 
while he was upon earth, or af- 
ter his ascension, would have 
silenced every objection, It is 
not correct, to assume for grant- 
ed, a p' oposition that laments so 


‘much scepticism. Mr. H. being 


fully acquainted with this scep- 
ticism’s increase, he ought to 
have laboured the point, at all 
events,as much as we have above 
suggested. 

We do not determine posi- 
tively, that Jesus did not thus 
instruct his disciples, but only 
say, that from a pretty general 
acquaintance with the New 
Testament, we are ignorant of 
such instruction, and while we 
believe Mr H’s. familiarity with 
that book, must bave presented 
him with such inspired injunc- 
tions, if any there he, our sur- 
prise Cannot be suppressed at 
his withholding them on an oc- 
casion, when they were so impe- 
riously demanded. 

It will not be denied that the 
New Testament informs us, the 
Leper who fell at his feet, say- 
ing Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean, worshipped, that 
it declares the disciples did also 
worship, when he ascended, &c. 
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But the simple word worship, 
ought not to persuade us into a 
doctrine so totally incomprehen- 
sible ; because itis used on other 
occasions, when men are confes- 
sedly its objects : as, in 1 Chro- 
nicles, xxix. 20, where all the 
congregation are said to worship 
the Lord and king David; and 
in Luke xiv. 10, where Jesus 
sa,s of the man, who, taking the 
humblest seat, he will be asked 
to ahigher, and have worship of 
them who sit at meat. 

But to conclude this point, we 
ask, does not prayer constitute 
the great and essential act of re- 
ligious adoration ? 

Was not prayer to his Father, 
the continual practice of Jesus? 
Again, did not Jesus inculcate 
the duty of making his conduct 
our example? None will aver 
to the contrary! Then the path 
of every Christian is plain, his 
precept, which teaches us when 
we pray, to say, Our Father, &c. 
His example, which says, “ O 
Righteous Father,” &c.  ‘‘ Fa- 
ther forgive &c.” together with 
his declaration to the twelve; 
‘in that day,” that is, when 
he would be taken trom them, 
they should ask him nothing, but 
the Father in his name, shew us 
the master’s will, and are de- 
monstration to us who is the pro- 
per object of religious adoration. 

Mr. Editor, we can but apolo- 
gize, in taking up so much space 
in your pages, to the exclusion, 
perhaps of other matter of more 
interest. Were we to follow 
this “‘ primitive theology,” in all 
its wanderings from scripture, 
premises and deductions you 
might calculate upon an aionion 

task ; therefore, if you will be 
patient, once or twice in additi- 
on to this, we will by compacting 








‘our remarks on its more strik- 


ing singularities, leave the rest 
to the comments of that littlefew, 
whose orthodox patience may 
urge them to the hopeless task 
of ruminating over its pages in 
searchof gospel edification 
BETA. 
(To be continued.) 


<> <7 <a 


SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
THE following remarks are 
added, by way of Postcript, at 
the end of the April numper of 

the Theological Repertory. 


‘‘ Just as our work was about 
leaving the press, we received the 
March number of the Unitarian 
Miscellany; and, on casting our 
eyes over the paragraph headed, 
** Chaplain in Congress,” we were 
not a little surprised to find an ez- 
press denial of the three principal 
errors of the Unitarian heresy. 

“That men who profess to 
court public inquiry, should be so 
unwilling to have their sentiments 
known; and, for the purpose of 
hiding them, be so regardless of 
truth and common honesty, as to 
contradict themselves and all the 
distinguished writers on their side 
of the question; and also to pre- 
varicate and avoid meeting the 
questions in dispute, fairly and ho- 
nestly, as tl-2ir pretentions to can- 
dour would seem to warrant us in 
expecting, is another instance of 
the deep depravity of human na- 
ture. 

“It clearly shows what uncon- 
verted men, acting from the dic- 
tates of a heart not right with God, 
will, in order to bolster up a bad 
cause and secure themselves a lit- 
tle notoriety, resort to, when their 
strong holds are attacked. 

‘It is well known to all, who 
have fora moment turned their 
attention to this heresy that they 
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deny, as stated by Mr. Hawley, 
the fall of man, that is his natural 
depravity ; the divinity of the Sa- 
viour, that is, his equality with 
the Father, and the influence of 
the Holy Spirit upon the heart, 
that is, his personal existence and 
independent operation. 

“« Now, all this the Miscellany 
denies. Although not expecting 
such a denial, our readers will find 
in the preceding pages of this num- 
ber the complete establishment of 
all that has been declared respect- 
ing them. Out of their own mouths 
they stand condemned.” 


We doubted at first, whether 
any considerations of duty or 
propriety should induce us to 
notice so rude and coarse an as- 
sault, as is contained in the a- 
bove Postcript. We are accus- 
tomed to think religion too sa- 
cred a subject, infinitely too sa- 
cred, to be made the medium of 
vulgarity, or the sport of pas- 
sion. Our feelings, we trust, 
will never become so obtuse, 
nor our respect fur the holy re- 
ligion we profess so weakened, 
as to allow us to witnes such lan- 
guage as the above ina religi- 
ous publication, without pain 
and deep regret. If there is 
dignity in any thing, it is in re- 
ligion ; if we are ever to speak 
in chastened and respectful lan- 
guage it should be when we ap- 
proach the subject, which car- 
ries our thoughts to our Maker, 
and presents before us all the 
solemn and affecting considera- 
tions of our responsibility to 


him as accountable and immor- 


tal beings. And especially does 
it become those, who are fond 
of asserting and publishing the 
purity of their own faith, toshow 
that they do not entirely lose 
sight of its temper and sub- 
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stance, in their trembling anxie- 
ty to preserve its form. How 
can we better judge of faith, 
than by its fruits? And what 
shall we say of a faith, which 
sanctions a violation of the plain- 
est precepts of the gospel. ? 

We beg permission to repeat 
here, from our March number, 
the paragraph to which the 
Postcript alludes. 

e 

“« Mr. Hawley begins by assert- 
ing, that wnitarians ‘ deny the fall 
of man, the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, and the influences of the 
Holy Spirit upon the heart.’ This 
assertion is radically untrue.— 
They deny neither. They believe 
in the fall of man as much as any 
trinitarian. They believe in the 
divinity of Christ, not that he was 
God, but that he was a divine per- 
son, clothed with divine honours, 
invested with divine powers, and 
sent to perform divine works, 
which none but God, or a being 
actuated by the wisdom and the 
special influence of God, could 
perform. They hold to the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit on the 
Saviour, the apostles, and all sin- 
cere and faithful christians. We 
repeat, then, thatthe above sweep- 
ing assertion Is untrue. 


Now we atill maintain the ac, 
curacy of every word and senti- 
ment in this paragraph. He 
must be ignorant, indeed, of the 
principles we have supported 
from the beginning of our work, 
who will call them in question ; 
and yet, with characteristic de- 
corum and civility, we are told 
of being “‘ condemned out of our 
own mouths.” it may be that 
these gentlemen know better 
than ourselves, what we believe. 
We hope, however, that they 
will take no offence, if we pre- 
sume to distrust their infallibili- 
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ty & miraculous knowledge, till 
we have some better evidence. 
Should they be shoked at this 
license, we desire they may Con- 
sider, that it is no habit of ours 
to look through other men’s 
glasses, or to walk through dark 
places in other men’s steps. 
We read the Bible with our own 
eyes, and verily think, that we 
are conscious ofour own Convic- 
tions, however incredible this 
may appear to the worthy gen- 
tlemen, whose keen penetration 
has detected such anomalies in 
our faith. . 

As to the fall of man, we al- 
ways did suppose, that we be- 
lieved in the doctrine. Wehave 
received it as a prominent truth 
of scripture, that man came 
from his Maker a holy, sinless 
being, but that he fell from this 
state by willfully transgressing 
the known laws of God. This 
transgression we Call the fall of 
man, and as far as we know, it 
is a doctrine which makes a part 
of the faith of all Unitarians, 
though we do not feel bound to 
answer for any but ourselves. 

Our poor acquaintance with 
school divinity, however, we 
humbly confess, has never re- 





‘ vealed to us the fact stated in 


the above Postscript, that the 
“fall of man” is the same thing 
as his ‘‘natural depravity.” We 
believe all men have fallen as 
well as Adam, because all have 
sinned. God creates them free, 
they abuse this freedom to evil 
ends; and hence their wicked- 
ness, or fall. Wedo notbelieve 
in natural, or, as it is more com- 
monly expressed, total depravi- 
ty, because we can discover no 
such doctrine in the Scriptures, 
nor find it sanctioned in the 
character of the Deity and the 


vol. I, 
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nature of man. Or, that we 
may if possible be more explicit, 
we believe every human being 
to be born with the liberty and 
power of obeying the laws of 
God in all respects in which 
disobedience would be criminal. 
Or in other words, God does not 
create beings with a nature, 
which subjects them to punish- 
ment before they have donea 
single act, and which compels 
them to act in violation of his 
laws. ‘This we hope is plain.— 
We do not pretend here to 
trace out the influence of Adam’s 
sin on his posterity, nor is it ne- 
cessary in the present connex- 
ion. Whatever this may have 
been, it can have no effect in ma- 
king any man subject to punish- 
ment. till he has been guilty of 
voluntary, personal transgressi- 
on. To suppose otherwise would 
be to deny the justice and distrust 
the goodness of: God. No manis 
tempted to sin till he has power 
to resist temptaion. His crime 
consists in not exerting this 
power. Hence we believe in the 
fall of man, but not in his na- 
tural depravity.* 

On the second point, very lit- 
tle needs he said, for in the pa- 
ragraph just quoted we have 
told, in the plainest possible 
manner, what we understand by 
the divinity of Christ. The 
Postscript charges the, Miscel- 
lany with denying, that unitari- 
ans reject “the divinity of the 
Saviour, that is, his equality 
with the Father.”? To test the 
veracity of this statement, look 
back to the paragraph itself, 
where it is expressly said, that 
they do not delieve him to be 





* Our views of this suhject may be seen 
at large in the first volume of the Miscellanye 
p, 153, 359. : 
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346 The Emperor Trajan to Pliny. 


God. Did these writers really 
suppose, that they could prove 
us to have lost our wits by as- 
serting our denial of the doc- 
trine, which makes the chief 
Characteristic of our faith, and 
which is enforced in almost every 
page of our work? They must 
either have an extraordinary 
opinion of their own powers and 
influence, or a marvellous con- 
fidence in the credulity and sim- 
plicity of their readers, or per- 
haps both; let others decide. 
We have only to add, that we 
do believe in the ‘ influence of 
the Holy Spirit on the heart, ” 
notwithstanding the charge of 
deliberate falsehood in presum- 
ing to declare this article of our 
faith. We believe the Holy 
Spirit to be the Spirit of God— 
not a distinct being equal with 
God, because then there would 
be two equal Gods, which is im- 
possible—but the operation, the 


.ctive influence of the Deity on 


the mind and heart, enlighten- 
ing the understanding, purifying 
the affections turning men from 
evil, and fitting them for the ser- 
vice of their Maker.+ 

If we have been so unfortunate 
on the present occasion, as not 
to make ourselves understood, 
we humbly trust that the chari- 
ty ofevery reader will attribute 
our failure rather to want of 
skill in the use of language, than 
to any love of ‘contradicting 
ourselves,” any “unwillingness 
to have our sentiments known,” 
any regardlessness of truth and 
common honesty,” any dispo- 
sition to “ prevaricate,” any 
hope of “bolstering up a bad 
cause,” or any other of the 





+ Our sentiments concerning the Holy 
Spirit may be seen in the Miseellany, Vol. I. 
DP, 17, 108, 116, 211, 359,—-Yol I. p 288. 








| heinous crimes so bountifully 


charged upon us in the article, 
Which we have claimed the pa- 
tience of our readers to examine. 
>a _- 
THE EMPEROR TRAJAN 
TO PLINY, 


[This letter should have followed that of 
Pliny’s, page 334, but it was not thought of 
at that time; it is too important however to 
be omitted. ] 


The method you have pursu- 
ed, my dear Fliny, in the pro- 
ceedings against those Christi- 
ans which were brought before 
youis extremely proper; as it is 
not possible to lay down any fix- 
ed rule by which to act in all 
cases of this nature. But I 
would not have you officiously 
enter into any enquiries con- 
cerning ‘hem. If indeed they 
should be brought before you; 
and the crime should be proved, 
they must be punished; { with 








+ If we impartially examine the present 
instance of the persecution of the Christians, 
we shall find it to be grounded on the anci- 
ent constitution of the state, and not to have 
proceeded from an arbitrary or intolerant 
spirit in Trajan. The Roman legislature 
appears to have been early jealous of any in- 
novation in point of public worship; and we 
find the magistrates during the old republic, 
frequently interposing in cases of that na~ 
ture. Valerius Maximus has collected some 
instances to that purpose, [L.1.c.3.] and 
Livy mentions it asan established principle 
of the earlier ages of the commonwealth, to 
guard against the introduction of foreign ce- 
remonics in religon. [We shall here omit 
the latin quotations, by which the above and 
the following statements are proved.] It 
was an old and invariable maxim likewise of 
the Roman government, not to suffer any 
unlicensed assemblies of the peopte ; and to 
that fact Livy also bears witness 

The circumstance that attended the 
Christian assemblies being held at an unusu- 
al hour, [ANTE LUCEM,] seems to have raised 
a surmise, that they were of the Bacchana- 
lian kind, For it is extremely observable, 
that in the account which the Christians 
here give of the true design of their mecting, 
they justify themselves from the very crimes 
with which the Bacchanalians had been 
charged; intimating it should seem, that they 
themsclyes had heen taxed with the same. 
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this restriction, however, that 
where the party denies he is a 
Christian, and shall make it 
evident that he is not, by in- 
voking our gods; let him (not- 
withstanding any former sus- 
picion) be pardoned upon his 
repentance. Informations with- 
out the accuser’s name subscri- 
bed, ought not to be received 
in proseutions of any sort; as it 
is introducing a very dangerous 
precedent, and by no means a 
creeable to the equity of my 
government. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


As Deacon T. was lighting his 
eandle witha match, out of a par- 
cel which he had lately bought 
of a poor boy; the deacon observ. 
ed, that he did not believe them 
to be orthodox, by the burning 
of onehe had lighted. A bystan- 
der replied, that heshould sup- 
pose they were, for, in all con- 
science they smelt strong enough 
ofbrimstone; andhe should sup- 
pose they were some of his own 
make, as his orthodoxy always 
kept that article hot, and handy 
for the business. 


ORIGINAL. 

A Limitarian preacher in con. 
versation with a clown, repre- 
manded him severely for not at- 
tending meeting, and finally 
told him that in perdition he 
would have no oppertunity to 
hear preaching. ‘It will not 





Upon the whole, then, itappears evident, 
that these primitive Christians, deeply im- 
pressed with evidence of the holy religion 
they professed, nobly dared, at all hazzard, 
to render themselves obnoxious, uot parti- 
cularly indeed to Trajan, but to the ancr- 
ENT and iNTOLERANT laws of the state ; by 
refusng to join in communion with the 
ESTABLISHED worship, by assembling them- 
selves without LEGAL authority, and by hold- 
ing their mectingsat a suspicious hour of 
the night. 











Pattersonian Revival. 347 


be for want of ministers I guess” 
replied the clown. 


_—» — 


PATTERSONIAN REVIVAL. 
“If they cry not Shibboleth; it is 
death to the Ephraimite.” 

Itappears to have been the 
aim of Baal’s priests, in all ages 
of the world, to limit the mercy 
of God to such narrow bounds 
that the scarcity of the articel 
may command a hgher price 
to those who fancy to them- 
selves they prerogative of deal- 
ing it out to others; and that 
mankind should purchase re- 
deeming love at the price of 
their liberty and reason. Let it 
not be supposed that the privi- 
lege of granting pasports to hea~ 
venhas been limited wholly to 
Popes & Friars, when in effect, 
the same thing is practised a- 
mong ourselves; & it is too much 
the case, in every country that 
we find man a slave to bigotry 
and superstition. Even in this 
land, however we may justly 
boast of our civil liberties, 
wherever self styled orthodoxy 
holds the passes of the Calvinis- 
tic Jordan, if any one refuses to 
pronounce correctly the shibbo- 
leth of that creed, ‘‘the tongue 
(that unruly evil full of deadly 
poison,) is set ‘‘on fire of hell” 
against him. 

The foregoing reflections 
are caused by an article in the 
Presbyterian Magazine for May 
1822, entitled a “‘ Brief account 
of a Revival of Religion, &c.”? 

Had this been penned by a 
person in private life, it might 
have remained in the insignifi- 
cance of its own atmosphere, but 
being the productions of the 
Revd, Mr, Patterson, we shall, 
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on that account, make some re- 
marks uponit. We read of an 
ancient people who had forsaken 
the fountain of living waters, 
andhad hewn out to themselves 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
could hold no water; their chil- 
dren tried with untempered mor- 
tar to stop the leaks, but when 
the leak of reprobation was 
nearly closed, the water had es- 
caped by the holes of contingen- 
cy; finding no better plan, they 
agreed among themselves to 
catch the water as it came out, 
and pour it in again, and find- 
ing that the fountain of living 
water destroyed the cisterns 
they had hewn out to themselves, 
they, as a substitute, poured in 
the unwholesome waters of 
man’s inventions, and sometimes 
a little milk and water, and thus 
have mankind been treated with 
draughts neither hot nor cold, 
over and over again. The sto- 
ries of the converted have so 
nearly resembled each other, and 
have been told so frequently, 
that each has his lesson perfect- 
ly; for each one knows what 
will be accepted and what not. 
The term “revival,” implies 
that the congregation, from ne- 
gligence somewhere, had been 
in a dead state, and that their 
guides were slumbering at their 
posts, their “professors were 
too coldand inactive,” in con- 
sequence of which, ‘** sinners 
were perishing all around,” and 
so ‘twas evident that ‘‘somethirg 
must be done.’”? We have some- 
where heard of a preacher who 
represented a crucified Jesus 
pointing to the woundsof his 
hands and calling on men for a 
penny to save souls! but it was 
reserved for Mr. P—. to tell us 








that God will suffer sinners to 
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‘‘perish all around” in conse- 

quence of the coldness and inac- 

tivity of professors. What! Are 

the poor ignorant sheep to perish 

here, for the neglect of the shep- 

herd, and then be punished eter- 

nally for it hereafter? This 

would be hard indeed! But 

what does Mr P. mean by “sin- 

ner’s perisbing all around?” 
Does he mean that any but re- 
probates could perish! And 
what does he mean by “hopeful 
conversion?” Are any converted 
except the elect? and if not, 
are they in any safer state now 
than they were before? If other- 
wise, how isit that the number 
of the elect is ‘‘ so definite that 
it cannot be increased or dimin- 
ished 2??? We wish him success 
in hisideas of ‘‘hopeful conver- 
sion,’? and hope that bis breth- 
ren will not impeach him for want 
of faith in theimmutable decrees. 
If however, his faith is the same 
as heretofore,in regard to the 
definite number of thesaved, we 
would wish to ask him to explain 
a mystery, and tell us whether 
indeed we can put aside the de- 
crees of God, so far as to zncrease 
the number of the blessed, by «‘a 
day of fasting, humiliation and 
prayer!” 

We learn indeed, that on ‘‘the 
verv evening (of this humiliati- 
on) some dated their first convic- 
tion:” Here is some approxi- 
mation to mathematical precisi- 
on; but in this science he has | 
given us further light, and we 
may now calculate by propor- 
tion; for 

1. “Convictions appeared to 
multiply just in proportion as 
that peculiar spirit of prayer 
continued to increase 

2. “They were brought out 
sooner or later just in proportiow 
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as immediate submission to God 
was pressed.” 

Now itis to be hoped that the 
Reverend gentleman will lay 
down his problems, so that even 
a school boy can ascertain at a 
glance when a revival will save 
souls,and what number. 

We do not pretend to know 
any thing about the peculiar 
spirit of prayer of this congre- 
gation, but we would recom- 
mend and an old form (which 
we conceive to be a very good 
one) to their notice. 

“That first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions and 
giving of thanks be made for all 
men. **For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour who will have all men 
to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the Jéruth, for 
there is one God, and one me- 
diator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ransom for all to be 
testified in duetime.” “I will 
therefore that men pray every 
where lifting up holy hands with- 
out wrath and doubting.”’ 

Now ifthis prayer was used 
by those who not only doubted, 
but who have no faith in the ran- 
som of all, wasit not an **un- 
usually solemn” mockery of the 
holy breathings of an inspired 
apostle? andif allmen were not 
prayed for, what was that pecu- 
liar spirit but a “lying spirit in 
the mouths of the prophets? ” 
‘These queiries may seem harsh, 
but in our opinion they are ne- 


cessary to bring people to their 
senses. 


Mr. P. tells us that ** whole 
nights were spent in wrestling 
with God, for the conversion of 
sinners.” We do not object to 


the phraseology here, being per- 
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haps, a borrowed phrase from 
the scriptures, unless an idea is 
meant to be communicated by it 
which is altogether inconsistent 
with the christian character ?—. 
We must therefore be pepmit- 
ted to inquire whether Mr. P. 
thinks they were heard for their 
“much speaking,” and heated 
zeal, or not? What a loss to 
mankind, had we no such religi- 
ous professors! Professors who 
interest themselves more for the 
salvation of souls than the God 
that made them! Oh! that they 
may not become *‘cold” and ‘‘in 
active” for in that case the God 
they worship would Jet “sinners 
perish all around!” ‘This how- 
ever, is not the God of our sal- 
vation, in whom the prophet 
says, I will trust and not be 
afraid.”” But it seems more like 
the one of which the prophet Eli- 
jah spake ; who perhaps, was 
‘“‘sleeping, and must be awaked !” 

Since, therefore, Jehovah is 
unchangeable, for which reason 
the spirits of men fail not, let 
not man be either so vain, or so 
foolish as to suppose that any 
wrestlings with the Deity can 
render him any more propitious. 

The conversion of the child 
spoken of in the “revival” is told 
in a loose manner; and. as,in 
sound, it bears a striking analo- 
gy toa “voice from the grave,” 
and other similar stories, and it 
being undoubtedly the best proof 
the author has that his revival 
is any thing more than the work 
of man, we shall leave it un- 
touched, only observing that the 
story might be told, and honest- 
ly believed, and yet not to be; 
or the story may be true as to 
the principal facts, and yet there 
might have been no connexion 
between the praying of the pa- 
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rentsand the conviction of the 
child, “at the distance of some 
miles,’’ * 

The stir among the women 
reminds us of those of old “who 
creep into houses and lead cap- 
tive silly women.”? How much 
creeping of this sort has been 
done, is best known in the neigh- 
bourhood of this revival. In 
some instances the houses of 
Universalists (it is presumed un- 
awares) have been entered, on 
these visits; but finding that 
they were fully able to give a 
reason for the hope that is with- 
in them with meekness, and 
with the fear of God, which takes 
away the fear of man, good care 
has been taken not to enter such 
houses the second time. 

In the whole account there is 
nothing which does more credit 
tothe gentleman than his ac- 
knowledgement, which we be- 


lieve correct, with his people at 


least, that “‘ Bible means are much 
wanting” and was he in this mo- 
ment, (where he appears to wa- 
ver about the truth) to grasp the 
‘“‘Bible means,” he would find 
that truth which would be more 
precious to him than all the 
wrestlings of mortals; and which 
would prevent the necessity of 
so Many “ anxious meetings, ” 
much less the necessity of hold- 
ing them “all night!” He would 
then view God as being ‘‘adl in 
all;” and he would then see 





* Nothing is more natural, under such 
an awakening, than that the parents should 
think of, and pray for, their distant child 
whom they conidered “‘in a wicked place.” 
Nothing was more natural for the child, on 
hearing of the great stir about religion, to 
get frightened and come home. And whe- 
ther it was equally natural for a ministsr to 
embellish this story a little, so that it should 
sound well, & have a good effect ina MaGa- 
Zine, the reader will judge for himself. 


Ed. 








that it is those, and those only 
who worship the beast and_ his 
image who have no rest day nor 
night. 

PLAIN TRUTH. 
May 27th. 1822. 


le 
Philadelphia Universalist Ma- 
gazine and Christian Messen- 
ger. 
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This work has succeeded in its 
present form, which comes out 
monthly, much better than it did 
while it was a single half-sheet, 
issued weekly. The surplus num- 
bers undistributed, it is thought, 
wili fully compensate the present 
proprietors for any dividend which 
it may be necessary for them to 
pay ; in so much that any or all of 
the proprietors may be exonerated 
from any further demanda gainst 
them, on account of this work 
only, for their proportion of the 
surplus numbers. All the proprie- 
tors who wish to be continued as 
such, wii! have liberty so to do, 
by renewing their subscription for 
that purpose; and all who shall 
not renew their subscription as 
proprietors, previous to the first 
day of August next, will be consi- 
dered as having given up their 
proprietorship to the editor ; who, 
having been thus liberally support- 
ed by the proprietors (for which 
he feels very grateful) and having 
edited the work three years with- 
out compensation, feels now en- 
couraged to continue it, depend- 
ing alone on the liberality of an 
enquiring public for its support. 

All persons who have acted as 
agents for the proprietors, will be 
continued as such unless they 
should decline acting in that capa- 
city : but since the work has now 
become so well established, no 
subscription will be received out 
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of the city (except where particu- 
lar contracts are made with agents 
who become responsible for the 
amount) unless paid for in ad- 
vance; and no subscription will be 
received for a le:s time than one 
year. City subscribers will pay 
quarterly in advance as_hereto- 
fore. Terms, two dollars per an- 
num. 

The first number of the second 
volume will be published the first 
day of August next, and will be 
delivered to the present subscri- 
bers in the city and Liberties, ex- 
cept to those who shall have de- 
clined taking it previous to that 
time ; but any one will have the 
liberty of returning it in two weeks 
after delivery ; and all who do 
not return the first number as 
aforesaid, will be considered as 
having subscribed for the whole 
volume. No exertions on the 
part of the editor will be wanting, 


to continue this work as useful to 


the public as possible ; and as new 
printing materials will be em- 
ployed for its continuation, it shall 
not be inferior in point of typo- 
graphical execution and correct- 
ness to any other periodical pub- 
lication; the first number will 
speak for itself. As the spirit of 
enquiry has been much increased 
within the year past, on religious 
subjects, we anticipate a still great- 
er increase to our number of sub- 
scribers. Wecan in confidence 
say, without the appearance of 
vanity or boasting, (our readers 
themselves being judges) that, not- 
withstanding we have had many 
attacks, some within our own co- 
lumns, but more from without, 
we have maintained and defended 
every inch of ground which we 
have taken. Yea, if we have ad- 
vanced a single proposition as our 
own sentiments, that is not defen- 
cible, let it be named; and unless 


Wwe can support our ground by fair 


argument and evidence from the 
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scriptures, we will acknowledge 
ourselves in an error. 

As the next number closes the 
present volume, we shall expect 
our subscribers, and agents ata 
distance, will settle up their ar- 
rears Whatever they may be, in 
the course of this month, or at 
least before the distribution of the 
last number; and all who com- 
ply with this reasonable request, 
will receive, with the next num- 
ber a title page and table of con- 
tents; or, if not with the next 
number, it will be forwarded soon 
atter, gratis. 


EXTRACT. 
Mr. Editor, 


I enclose the following extract 
from the Savage, a_ periodical 
work of this city 

«“P Thou bringest to my ree 
collection a man greater than 
David — the fighting, praying, 
canting, hypocritical, enthusias- 
tic, daring, cruel, magnanimous, 
Cromwell, who murdered his 
master, and committed afew bar- 
barities in Ireland and Scotland. 
He inquiredtowards the end of 
his life, if it were certain, that 
the saints could not fall away 
and be finally lost? Being ans- 
wered that nothing was more 
certain, he exclaimed with ex- 
ultation, ‘“‘then Iam safe, for & 
know that I was in a state of 
erace.” I am afraid that these 
doctrines are unfavourable to 
the practice of virtue. 

«“F—‘ Virtue! Evangelical 
christians never mention virtue 
unless in the way of reproach: 
itis a heathenish kind of thing— 
filthy rags—yea, d***in the 
sight of the Lord, 

“They feel abundance of love 
and veneration for that being, 
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who from all eternity judicious- 
ly selected them as the objects 
of his beneficence, but they look 
down with ineffable contempt on 
a reprobate world—‘vessels of 
wrath, fitted to destruction.’ 

“They have been so far suc- 
cessful as to have brought them- 
selves to think with pleasure of 
the eternal darmation of a vast 
majority of mankind. They 
have constructed a hell, a dread- 
ful hellin which they hope to 
see unbelievers eternally punish- 
ed: yea, they flatter themselves 
that they [the saznts] shall be 
placed on thrones, and will have 
the sublime happiness of pro- 
nouncing the irreversible doom 
of neverending torment, upon 
impenitent millions, among 
whom they expect to see repro- 
bate fathers, mothers, brothers, 
sisters, wives and children.” 

Do we wonder that F, could 
not christianise the savage Pi- 
omingo ? 


Greek and English Testament. 


Eastern District of Pennsylvania, to wit: 


BE it remembered, 
SEAL. |f that on the twenty- 
third day of March, in 


the forty-sixth year of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America, A. D. 1822, the Rev. 
Abner Kneeland, of the said Dis- 
trict, has deposited in this office, 
the title ofa Book, the right where- 
of he claims as proprietor, in the 
words following, to wit: 
“HH Kasyy Asabyxy, The New 
Testament, in Greek & English; 
the Greek according to Gries- 
bach; the English upon the ba- 
sis of the fourth London edition 
of the Improved Version, with 
an attempt to further improve- 
ment, from the translations of 
Campbell, Wakefield, Scarlett, 
Macknight and Thomson, in 
‘Two yolumes.” 


























Greek and English Testament. 


In conformity to the Act of the 
Congress of the United States, 
entitled, “ An Act for the en- 
couragement of Learning, by se- 
curing the Copies of Maps, Charts, 
and Books, to the Authors and 
Proprietors of such Copies, during 
the times therein mentioned.”— 
And also to the Act, entitled, 
“ An Act supplementary to an 
Act, entitled, ‘An Act for the en- 
couragement of Learning, by se- 
curing the Copies of Maps, Charts, 
and Books, to the Authors and 
Proprietors of such Copies dur- 
ing the times therein mentioned,’ 
and extending the benefits thereof 
to the Arts of designing, engrav- 
ing, and etching historical and 
other Prints.” 

D. CALDWELL, 


Clerk of the Eastern District of Penn’a. 

N. B. A specimen number of 
the above Testament, is now pub- 
lished, a copy of which has been 
sent to every University and Col- 
lege in the United states, for in« 
spection. It contains the Preface, 
(consisting of 12 pages) and the 
first twelve chapters of Matthew; 
besides 8 pages of cover, making 
in the whole 60 pages. It is the on- 
ly number which may be had sepa- 
rate from the volumes, and ex- 
cept by subscribers to the whole 
work. Price 25 cents. 

Subscriptions for the above 
work will be received till the first 
of September next, when the first 
volume will be out, and the work 
published at ¢wo dollars a volume. 

It is also proposed to publish 
the Greek by itself, which will be 
three dollars, and the English by 
itself, which will be one dollar and 
JSifty cents. ‘The English also may 
be had in five separate numbers 
(by paying for it in advance) at 20 
cents a number. 

Sold by the editor No. 9, North 
Second street.—Also, by Abm. 
Small, No. 165, Chesnut street ; 
and by all the principal book-sel- 
lers in the city, 





